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I. P®roliminary

1, Political Situation in Eaat Berlin and the SBZD at the beginning
of June 1953¢ )

The radical memsures foX the Bolshevizatlion of the Soviet Zone (which
Wwore inteunded to lsad eventually to the liquidation of independent
agriculture, privete busineas, and the bourgeoisie), the processes of
Justice by terror, the struggle against the churoches, together with
the growing lack of means of sustenance, had already led, in the
weeks preceding the June uprising, to a universal feeling of dis-
satisfaction among the broadest levels of the population. The high
figures for refugess are eloquent teatimonials to the fact., Particu=
larly aftor Pavel Judin had been named political adviser to the Soviet
Control Commission, as successor to Vladimir 3. Semenov (then trans-
forred to the PForeign Miniatry in Moscow) in April of the presen.
year, did ¥alter Ulbricht commence to carry this Bolshevization policy

SECRET




[ Approved For Release 2007/01/49.z5M-RDP80-00809A888500780323-4
SFAUTRITY INFOTRATION/US (FFICTALS ONLY

- 3 -

to & degree of szvexity not nlthertc experieaced in the Soviet Zore.

So far &3 lsgbor wai consernsd, & Geoision of the Central Commiztce of

the SED, o2 14 May 1953, called uporn tne Ministerial Council to raise

the la%o> noxms by ten percent. The resulting degree of the Minlsterial
Councll, 28 Mey 1953, ~aloing the lsbor norms, on plez of necessity,
while maintaining the previcus ritzs ol pay, caused thg utmost bditterness.
The cRrrying out of thi. dazcres, must then be regarded &3 the cause of
the June outorask,

2. Introduction ¢f 4he New Courae:

As of 28 Mer 1953, ths Scviszs regime announced the dissolutiorn of the
Soviet Control Commisa-or, £z it had existsd 1na Germany Since October
1946, At tha 3ams time, 1t wa3s snnounced thzt the Ministerlsl Counocil of
the USSR had decided %o ezteblizsh the posv of High Comnissioner with his
headqua-ters in Berlin., Tc¢ thic po3v was namsd Semenov, whe only a few
week3 before had beern r»alieved &5 Political Adviser of the Control Come
misgion, Pavel Judin wes named &z Acting High Commiszsloner.

In nering Seuwencv High Commissionexr, Moccow commenced an alteratlion of
148 politlosl course 1in the Sowjiabisohe Besstzts Zone Deutschlands (SBzZD),
whogse effect3 wers 3pacifically zhown 1r the following statements and the
follcwing measurss: -

a) In & daoizicn ol 9 Juns 1953, the rolishurc branded the measures taken
by ths paerty Gad the regime daring the last rew monthe (which looked
to a compulsocry Boishevization of the Soviet Zons) as & "sericu:z error,.”
It demanded tre repeaal c2 the mds% racent <decress 1asued during the
course of tha irtensified olaas siragegle, in order “to improve the
living ¢ondision of the popuistion enl %o 3trengthen legal zecuricy in
the DDR."

») On 10 Juns 1953 thare waz & 3tatement by ths reprssentetives of the
government of tre Sovist Zong, with Prime Minister Grotewohl at their
head, during the courss of & converastion with Bishop Dibelius and
five blahkopz from the Soviet Zone of the Bvangelical Church, that all
moasures hosbile to the shursh in the Soviet Zone Republic would be
adjusted, They decisred thsmzelves rsady to guarantee the independence

£ ohursh affairz according to the proviaicns of the constitution,

0) AS & meating of the Minizterial Council of the Government of the Soviet
Zone on 11 June 1953, ths demsnds of the Politburo of the SED were
Rocepted gnd & Jerisd of measures (passed in the recent period and
1ntended to promcte radicsl and compulsery Bolshevization) were withe
drawrn.

he agresment withk: the Evangelicsl bishops of the Soviet Zona, looking to
abandonment of the a&ttaesk o the ochuroches which hal taken place the day
before, was oxprascly confirmed,

At an instruction periocd foxr agitators on 1l June 1953 thess corclusions

were interpreted to mean that the Five Year Plan might not be carriled out,
gince mzin empheais =iz 12w hetnr nlaoed npon the nroductlon ) —oasumenst
goods, To &ccount for the faol thai the sosialization of sgriculvure was
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delayed,; comparilzon: wWoerse made WITR Lhe 51Vusvion :n tpe Soviot Union in the
yeerg 1922 tc 1925, One souwsce a the Minisily ror Traniportablon Equipment
and Agricultursl Meehinory szsexrted on 13 June 18535 thed the Five Year Plan
wa3 being iguorsi itz fasor ol populss welfaTe, on ths bazle of the decizions
of the Politbuwo ¢ thez SED. Tre "new ocoursa¥ wnich Semenov nad coumenced

waz put into eflsct by i perlss of farthel meznsumes by the Soviet adminiztrae
tiom,

&) The param:l:iiery 28Twtralning (45T w Gezelizehar: £1r Sport und Technik)
wWas stoprid &% omzc. On 17 Jung 1953 it was arranged thal, when resumed,
this treining wss te procesd ondy in &scord WiLh cortrRin 3Deeial LeeBures,
The decision not Tc coniinte the GSTwtorsining, 317 ithe form hitherto used,
vas auouncad 1 iaztxictlon:z for agitaiess or. & and 12 June 1653, I%
w8 further gieted thet the elsxstion of tensior now appearing iy the
realz of higner politics muzt not be disturbed by any false stzps of a
militeént=poiitlcal niture. Tois decision wzz emphiglied in vhe report of
& dissussion at the districs hesdqusrters of the GST on 12 June 1353.

b) Al work in vhe comstrudbion projsct s% Rucgen harbor was stopped on 11
June 1953, on orders of ths Ministericl Council o the Soviet Zone. The
gontinustion of seourity werk &t the projests wader conztructvion was to
be closed dowr. until 33 Augwat 1953. Only a temporery helt in the work
seened to be involved, rowever. ‘ :

Reactlons of the popuiace:

The strong unrest and diasontent of the populstion, and egpecixlly the eititude

of the workers toward the existing regime and thae measures of the administrae

tlon of ths Soviet Zone, in the weeks prsceding 1€ and 17 June 1953, had al-
ready lsd to stxikes, though theso were lirited, boti 1a time &nd in sress
affestad, trikes ¢l Inld nasurs had alrewdy taken place in the following
large intustaies of the Sowiet Zone,

Inprovement piy (Forssohrittschachi) of the Manslelder Kuplerbergbau sblets
on 14 April 1953
Munstfausriabrik Preanits {artifiois) 311k worka) on 23 April 1953

(
VEB-Werkzouguasohineniadrik Berlin, Kssubatrasze, and the Mercahn branch,
on H May 1953

¥BMAG Pinstorwwlds, on 7 Mgy 1933

VEB-Gasclan, Pil-usonwzid: on 27 May 1953

Kjellberg, .Lactromeosharnicel factory, Finsterwalde, on o8 May 1953

¥Winding shop of the Raiiroad Repailr Woriks, Toepsow, ox 25 May 1953

LEW Daimler, Henningodors, &bout the end of May 1953 : 1

Nagema Rofrigeratiocn Woxrk:, Checniftz, on 3 Jane 1953

Armor Plate Works of the SAG Krauthsim, Chemnitz, on 3 June 1953.
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After @ reduction in pay on grounds of “failure to fulfill percentoses ol the
nev nornz detarmined by the Ministerial Councll on 28 May 1953 thers Was 8
8trike at tne BisenhfMtien-Kombinat Pirstenberg/Oder on 6 June 1953. The
workers demands?: %The old norms, the old pay.™

Demands simila® %G those in Firstenberg, between 6 %o 16 June 1953, led te
strikes in at least eight big fectories (among others, LEW Daimler,
Henningsdorf, Kinztfassrfelrik Premnitz, VEB Werkzeugmaschinen Berlin, VEB
Gaselan Mirste-walde, a3 named &bove.)

The decisions o2 ths Politburo of the SED and the administrative orders, based
on them, for “improvement of living conditions® at first zet with e favorable
recsption in wide circles of the population, espescially among laborers. This
was shown, for e¢xampie, in the obviously improved mocd of the people aftar “he
releage of amnestied prisonsers in Neuruppin on 12 and 13 June 1353. The
restraint of the VoPc still further pleased the delighted masses, vwhile the
Soviet troops took no notice of what was golng on. For political exploitation
of the decisions of the Politburo of the SED of 9 June 1953 and the administrae=
tive orders of 11 June 1953, the usual resolutions were passed by officisls
throughout the Soviat Zone: "mhe workers thank the party ancd the governmentn'
(for their discernment anrd proadmindedness, as shown in the new arrangements, )

Political Tendencies in Eegt Berlin and the Zone before the Juna Rising:

The new course of Soviet policy in the Zone, introduced aimultansously with
the appointment of Semenov a3 Soviel High Commissioner in Germany, had ors
primary goal in foreign policy, and must be regarded as part of Moscow!: new
peace offensive., It was an effort to destroy the Western conception of @
political, sconomic and (above ali) military unification of the Republic, in a
oystem directed by the US and with anti-Soviet emphasis. It sought to do thils
through &n internsi German rapprochement under the cloak of the (fictitious)
unifiocation of Potsdam. Moscowts German policy appealed, axplicitly, to the
Potsdan Agrsement. The decislons of the Political Burean of the SED and the
government order of 11 June 1953, in which the change of oourse was mads
definite, unquestionably follcwed &s @ result of Semenovig directions.

Semenov wanted to gut r1d of the obatacles to an understanding with the Wast,
which obataclas werc, in his opinion, obvious enough. This 18 definitely
stated irn the dssisicn of the Politiocal Buresu: "The great purpose ol
eatablishing German unity demands, from both sldes, measures which will make
1t reslly easier for both perts of Germany to draw together.®

The oatenaible changa of mood, 3o demonstatively displaysd to the West, coulad,
as & result of this, neilther be regarded &s abandonment of the previous in-
tention of Bolshevization, nox ac & "purely propagandistic® varlant in the

aold war. Quite otherwise, it rspresented an effort to proceed further with
the same old operating goala, but with new tactical means. That thesé

measures were, unfortunately, merely of a tactlcal nature, was ahown 1in &

press conference in the Soist Zone on 16 June 1953. This had no% yet been
influenced by the disturvunces in East Berlin. v this confersnce 1T wWis 3%atads
"The greoat political purposss are not influenced by ths Mgo 3low™ methods ani
the amnesty that foliowed." It 1s possible to speak of & genuine, constructive
alteration of policy 1n the Zone which contracts with the £lat provs ol
Bolphevizgbtion that had been folloved by Judiln and Uibriocnl up Go L& .ime of
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Semenov!s return, insofar as the duallty of the Soviet poilcy 1is agaln made
definite. IXIf, in the end, no reunification and neutralizatlon of Jermany '
takes place, then Judin and Ulbricht are st1ll there, to set up agaiu the
Bolshevization of the Soviet Zone formerly practiced. ‘

In its forelgn political aspects, the "Semenov course®™ does non especlially

look forward toward a direct preparation for Big Four regotiations, but far
more toward a common movement of all Germans. The reunification and neutraliza-
tion of Germany 1s no doubt being prepared, in some wWay or other. Thileg, no
doubt, has as 1ts purpose an effort to prejudice the existing situaticn in a
special way, in case of later negotiations umong the Big Four and at the same .
time practically constltutes an undermining of American plans.

So qu as its internal political aspects are concerned, correctlon of tne
previous program of Bolshevization is beginning. This particularly welghs
down the eccnomic and psychologlcal situation. The struggle with the ~hurches,
the inereasing bitterness of the agrarlan sector, the one-sided favoritism of
heavy industry, to the injury of production of consumers? goods, and co-
ordinate therewith the care of the civilian sector, the forced ellminaticn of
individual businesses, various measures in the cultural field, and, flnally,
the unpaid increase in workers! norms had wakened the forces of reslstance.
These ‘not only seriously irnjured the functioning of economic and politica
apparatus, but, in additipn to that, made any further turns of the screw of
Bolshevization seem unprofitable. The propagandistic structure, whereby the
correction of Ulbrichtts policy was carried out, was bullt on the thesls that
this was not & departure from any line, in view of the "mistakes™ of the SED
regime, but the fault of SED officisls who had moved too fast for the popular
mbod." This was to be made good by & "back-orlentation to the peoplets atti=
tude.

various local strikes h2d broker out some time before the events of 17 June

1953, indicating clearly enough the rift between the people and the terror

regime. Bven at that time, they had caused the Soviets some concern. These
strikes may, perhaps, have hastened the abandonment of the varlous compulsoary
measures intended to bring about the radical and compulsory Bolshevizatien of
the Soviet Zone Republic. Certainly, however, they were not the occasion fer
this change of direction by the Soviet Zone Communist Party and by the reglmé

itself.

II. Origin of, the Revolt

1.

Bvents up to and including 15 ‘June 1953 in East Berlin:

At Bullding Site, Block 40, Stalin-allee/North, in East Berlin, which 1is
supposed to have been the starting point of the disturbance, there had been
vigerous discussion of the raising of norus and reduction in pay on 5 or €
June 1953. This was much the same sort of thing that had taken place 1n
other undeftakings in the Zone, which had already sometimes led to -local
strikes (See Section I, Pars. 3 above.) It fell to the lot of individual SED
and FDGB officials to qulet the abusive workmen. The officials were aware
that Block 40 was regarded as the Upest party organization of the SED 1
Berlin. ’
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When the new declsions of the Politburo and the governmental measures of 1l
June 1953 were dlscussed at the bullding site, the workers reacted In the
same way as the appointed officials: If such "privileges" were permitrted,
there could not fail to be more like them to come.

While the workers were stlll hoping for new norms, there followed the next pay
day on 12 and 13 June 1953. These were--in the face of all thelr expectationg--
based on the new norms.

Over the weekend of 13 and 14 June 1953, the workers of Bulldingz Site Tluoels 40,
Stalin-Allee/North had a chance to think over, with their families, what thelir
future ‘living conditions were going to be. Without exception, they all agreed
that they could not make out on the newly established wage scale.

G Monday, 15 June 1953, there was a meeting of the crew at Block 40,

It was decided, under the leadership of an SED official, to pass a resolution
of thanks for the decision of the Political Bureau anc the government, orn: 11
June 1953, to Minister-President Otto Grotewohl and SED General Secretary

Walter Ulbricht.

When. some members of the group proposed to include, in the address of thanks, a
' pequest for the reintroduction of the old norms--as belng, so to speak, e
logical expansion of the program "to make a declded improvement in the Living
conditions of the people”--the majority agreed with the proposal. Specilal im-
portance was attached to a cautlous, indeed a courteous, formulatlon of the
request. The word "demand," (forderung), which some embittered individuals
desired, instead of the word "request® (bitte), was not used in the resolution.

With regard to this resolution of Bloclc 40, the Central of the FDGB of tre IG
Bau=Holz,. cautiously agreed with the chairmen of the Betriebsgewerschaftsleltung
(BGL) to lay the petition before Grotewohl and Ulbricht, with a view to theilr

possible agreement.

The IG Bau=-Holz was aware that the dispatch of the resolution might be expected.
At an .early hour on 16 June 1953, before work began, a representative of IG
Bau~Holz appeared in Stalin-ailee, to hear what the building workers had to say
about the norm question and to answer them.

Meantime, word of the resolution passed in Block 40 had gotten around to the
other building sites in Stalin-allee/North. They were generally ridiculed by
certain hostile individuals. In Block 40 itself, however, voices were raised
suggesting it was a mistaks to wait and to leave matters to the IG Bau-Hol:z.
Again & meeting of the crew of workers was called. Two workers were chosen as
delegatas to hand the resolution to Grotewohl and Ulbricht.

Again the BGI/Nord endeavored to awalt the result of the mediation by the
emissary of the IO Bau-Holz. Then, for the first time, the workers of Block He
quit work--at 2:30 p.m. on 15 June 1953. They declared that they would not go
back to work before a fully-empowered representative of the IG Bau-~Holz had
intervened and a pacifying settlement of the norm question had been achleved.

AMA~Em
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Tn the vourse cf the next few hours, word that Block 40 had quit work spread
1ike wildfire. Nuzerous workers of the North. Section, and later of the South
Seetion, declared thelr solidarity with the proceedings of Block 40.

Tﬁe Close of 16 June 1953 in East Berlin:

In the morning &f 16 June 1953, the workers were waiting at the building slves
of the sectlons scalin-allee/North and Stalin-allee/South for the empowered
negotliators of the IG Bau-Holz. Instead, there appeared, at one building site
of Section South, a representative of the BGL, with an article by FDGB
Secretary Otto Lenmann, in the "ppibune” of 16 June 1953.  In this article,
Lehmann. maintained that the workers had hitherto done too little work and had
peen paid too much money. It created a terrific uproar. Word of the article
passed about to all the building sites.

At 8:30 a.m. (Work should begin at 7:00 a.m.) the expected rapresentative ot
the IG Bau-Holz at length appeared. He was greeted with intense outcry and
the .whole group of workers ,. about three hundred in all, began to asl about
Lehmann's article. The IG Bau-Holz representative declared that they would
have to go by the old SED solution: "pirst more work, then better pay.” Then
there really was a tumult!

After much exclitement, 1t .was finally decided to send to Grotewohl and Ulbricht
the two delegates who had been chosen on 15 June 1953. About .10 a.m., another

idea began to spread: Everybody ought to go. Why should the others sit here?

Strike here and now!

Thereupon, about 10 a.m.. on 16 June 1953, three hundred building workers Irom
Sections North and South, in thelr working clothes, moved out into the streets.
By 10:30 a.m. they had picked up about two hundred other workmen from neigh-
poring tuilding. sites. It is not true that, when the procession began on 1t
June, 1953, there were already 1,000, 1,500, or even 3,000 building workers
taking. part..

At the start no demonstratlon.procession wes formed. The crowd just poured
ahoad in a confused way, but, as it got into street traffic, 1t soon took on
some kind of merch order. The workers carried a-single.(lmprcvised) trans-
parancy, with the inscription: "We dullding workers demand Elimination of
Norms." Nothing waes heard at the start about free elections, resignation of
the regime, and 80 on.

Unhindered, the workmen marched across Alexarderplatz,. Unter den Linden,
Priedrichstrasse, leipzigerstrasse, to the square before the main entrance cf
the "Haus der Ministerien.” By the time they reached this square, about
f1fteen hundred. psople were shouting loud protests against the increase of
norms and the price policy.

when the two delegates of Block 40 asked, at the entrance of the building, ‘o
see Grotewochl and Ulbricht, the crowd poured after them. When neither )
aGrotewohl nor Ulbricht appeared, a chorus of volces began to intone 2 political
slogan for the first time: pown with the Government."
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At tne provesting calic of Iro constanviy SooW b, ohran’. toe Pindse

Plars and Deputy Ministiel President, lleinricn Raw, tog=inw WilpoL.ae ©
ar Mi 1 Prit. Selomann. appears=d a7t & window of tno

rutild v1l: yeiled fov Srotewenl and Wlbridad

As Tthe oavy ar.ooa anle sS4l Carr Vo
in f{ront of srowd.  Selimanar appLar

fnterrupted.  W.zr ho criced: oy S Moplie orowd roplioar S0
i age." When chem ao "Deal colloaguss ' e \
answer: Sysutre no colleagns & ours. fowire 4 rogde ok oo S

Tnen & Wordm padlwn teside Stlinann 3074 . 3
"Wnat you (St nlt AnleIesl s dAnyhow. Lo ras
Our deménstrat Lhe mOTmS oniv. etre oo Sron Stacas o viles

orly, but from all ovel 2arlin.  What you have

o Lo
R .2 -~ A
demand {ree and zenrel clections. ™ Preserving > L . i
11 the crowd, once inore.
Wnen Sclomarn trled he was agaln lutermuy Ly L
TyWe want o by Lved, demand Tree ¢lectlonc.”
Another Speaber v v e Taris the W ps called: "Collaes ; Lt
certalnly arentt XS RCRVR e G striie fulingl . T Lrro

About 2:30 p.m. A ioudspeaker truck appeared and begdn . it
Ministry has given up ne raise Ln norms. Worliers ale 5% o)
13ave the House of the Mirtstries.” By 3:00 p.m. most of the demenitIa. o
nad lert the square vefore the miedstried, thougl. some Srouty 2uddded Lo
venement discussiotn remalned benhlnd,

Between 5 p.a. and 7 p.m., @ ren thousand peopls assembled on Roo
Platz. Around [ p.m., 7 Le e known that Ulbricht and Grovaowohl Wil
on the Jay'ls events abt & spacial active parly assenbly” In the PFriedzlar. .
palace. Tils statement contradictes other informaiion, especlally presy renir’s
gecoprdlng to which the meeving in the Fricdrichstads Palace on 16 June ]
took place at an earller hoar. fAccording to certaln accounts, thr disc.oaihn
1n the Brisdrichstadt Palace nad already begun durlng the morning oI 1A June

1953.

Thousands starhed for Tne Fricdrichsradt Palac=. When rhey got vhers, o)
rap lnto counter demonstratsrs, who carrled a transparency saylng: Uiora Lo
the Government!™ They came Lo blows.

Grotewonl and Ulbricht declared in their speeches, among cther bhingd, nhat
they had never chought of avolding serious discussion with the people.
grotewohl went turther and declared that the Central Gommlttee of the SED 1
make a sweaping investigatlon of all mistakes, stop all measures, and the

reach its decisions. Until 11 p.w. further emall demonstratlous Jebi
arriving. There were fizhte betueea demonsirators and SED-acrilvists.
where anong the demonstrators, the word went round: "G {

I

=)
General snrike [ TR\ SN
p

Assemble arcund $:30 a.m. on Straussberger Platz."

SECRET




Approved For Release 2007/01/% C:R(QJ,A-RDP80-00809A’:)0%61500"80323-4
SFCUPITY INWNR!TICOM/US CFFISIALS DMLY

- 1C -

3. The Questiocn of the Regime:

In a subsequent investigation it seems unimportant whether the little march
of protest, with which the outbreaks began, was offi<ially inspired; whether
the existing irritation over the ralsing of norms was deliberately employed
by the governmen®; or whether the intention to strike, doubtless known in
advance, was merely tolerated. There 1s no doubt that there was genulire
rebellion, after eight years of suppresslon. The demonstration, at the
beginning indulgently treated, swelled by small additions like an avalanche,
until it slipped out of the hands of the authorities of the Soviet Zone.

&) One workman from Stalin-allee glves the ralsing of the norms as uhe
reason for the strike. He does, nevertheless, belleve that eighty >build-
ing workers planted a strike for 16 June 1953, but were pinned dowz by
the VoPo and hindered in their demonstration. This contradicts the facts
given under Nos. 1 and 2 above, which rest on the testimony of eye-
witnesses. One man is sald to have gotten away, alarmed other buillding
sites, and thereby stirred up the demonstration. (It 15 possible that
this story accounts for a variation in a newspaper story. According to
this report, seventy--not eighty--workers were to handle the afralr on
behalf of the Soviet Zone regime, but one of them betrayed the plan and
thereby unloosed the mass demonstration.,)

b) A young workman rrom the Stalin-allee ascribes the disturbance entirely
to the raising of the norms, which enhanced already existing resentment
against Ulbricht, caused by past friction with the Walter Ulbricnft Brigade.

¢). Another good informant asserts simply that the disturbances were not
provoked by the Sviet German regime, but originated in exasperation over
the ralsing of the norms. This woman thinks that there was no effort to
prevent the affalir at the start, because the authorities wanted to show
_the world thst free expression of opinion was possible in the DDR. The
VoPo not only did not interfere, as she herself observed, but even guided
the procession.

The idea of tolerating demonstrations of small groups so as to show a
corresponding new policy would explain the 1ight hand. It would alsc ex-
plain the attitude of the VoPo, which was at first so tolerant--douttless
on orders. This holding back of the VoPo had already been observed
during the trouble in Neuruppin (see Section I, Bara. 3). There werc also
many reports and press publications across the toundaries and between
zones. These circumstances may be one reason for the swift spread of the
revolt on 16 June 1953.

d) Information from an official of the Polizei-Presidium of East Berlin
indicatss that, on 16 June 1953, the VoPo had been forbidden to fire. This
prohibition was not lifted until the arrival of Soviet troops on 17 June

1953. . .

It oan be regarded as certain that both the Political Bureau and the government
knew that the bullding worlers would present a resolution to Grotewohl and
Ulbricht. It is possible, indeed probable, that the decision for a mereral

outbreak--not & mere sending of delegates--came from the ranks of * .. iyrkers
themselves. It 1s beyond question that a demonstrative form of critl~nizw, 1rn
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1imited -and controlled degree, was expected and permitted by the Soviet
Zone administration. Thils, moreover, wag undoubtedly at the desire of the
Soviet High Commission, which as the whole course of events since 11 June
1953 shows, was inclined to a demonstrative criticism of the previous
course of the government and the SBED, which was to be reoriented on the
fpeoplets opinion.”

III. Fnrtﬁer Dévelopments and outbreak of the Revolt
1. The Clése of 17 June 1953 in East Berlin:

Abou€~7 a.m. there was a blig gathering 1in the Stalin-allee. The general word
went reund: Matters will go further today. No work. We go back to lLeipziger-
strasse.

Around 7:45 a.m. & procession marched as a demonstration from Straussberger
Platz across the Alexanderplatz and into Lelpzigerstrasse. Many curious
people Joined 1it. The marchers intoned in chorus: "Down with the SED," and
e demand free elections.”

At approximately 8 a.m. an emergency state of alarm for the VoPo was ordered
over the Soudet ierman police radio. Emergency groups of the VoPo and entrucked
units of the Soviet Army wWere to be seen in the streets.

About 8:10 a.m., when the head of the procession reached & VoPo chaln, barring
their passage in Leipzigerstrasse, the fipst disarming of the VoPo took rlace.
A crowd swung back and went to Potsdammer Platz. There large masses of pecple
oscupled the western side.

About 8:30 a,m., another demonstrating group tried to force their way into the
government bullding.

About  9:15 a.m., several ‘demonstration parades'camé together on the Potsdamer
Platz.

About 9:30 a.m., a great mass of people assailed the government building anew.
Kiosks were ovgrturned. : :

About 1€:00 a.m., individual posts and patrols received orders over the Soviat
German peolice radio to fall back on stronger forces.

About 10:15 a.m., the VoPo guard in the- Columbushaus ‘was disarmed.

About 10:20 a.m., there was uproar followed by fierce encounters before the
government building.

Prom 10 a.m. on, there was-a discussion of the situation in the Central
Committee of the SED in Karl Iiebknecht House. All the editors and radilo
people that could be reached were called together. Hermann Axen gave them
directiens to handle the matter on the following general lines:

ftThe enemy agents in West Berlin are trylng, with the help of Fascist provoca-
teurs, to destroy the developing undargtanding of the German peopl:. Jehind
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them stand the Americans who would like at the same time to torpedo the
developing understanding of the Sovliet Unlon with the other great powers.
The imperialist agencies in West Berlin are responsible for all the results."®

Axen further explained that the Soviet Union would intervene with the Western
powers and, along with its "nests of agents,” roll up the whole problem of
West Berlin. The instruction period lasted t£ill 11 a.m.

About 10:40 a.m., six or eight Soviet T-34 tanks and six or eight armored
reconnaissance cars and trucks, with Soviet troops, arrived in front of the
government building.

About 11:15 a.m., the red flag on the Brandenberger Tor was torn down by
demonstrators.

About 11:30 a.m., there were mass demonstrations (15,000 to 20,000 people) in
the Lustgarten.

About 12 noon, Soviet tanks were in Unter den Linden and in Leipzigerstrasse.
Half=-grown boys pelted the Soviet tanks in front of the government building
with stones.

About 1 p.m., martial law was proclaimed. The streets were cleared of
demonstrators by Soviet tanks. The VoPo undertook 2 cleanup, which led to
shooting. The first wounds were mostly shots in the leg or the calfl or the
arm, together with grazing shots. However, by evening of 17 June 1953, there
were sixteen dead and more than a hundred wounded, according to announcenents
in East Berlin.

About 3 p.m., persons belonging to the familles of members of the government
and of the Central Committee of the SED were belng taken in Zoviet trucks to
Macklenberg (Ostseebad Kuehlungsborn).

About 4 p.m., Central Cbmmittée officials, hnder protection of Soviet tanks,
were being taken from the Kari-Llebknecht House.

Spread of the Revolt 1in thé Zone:

Acocording to various sources in agreement with each other, news of the

‘beginning of the disturbances in East Berlin had already reached all cities

in the Soviet Zone on 16 June 1953. On one side they were quickly spread
everywhere by RIAS and other Western Zone radlo stations, on the other side by
railroad men, chauffeurs, and travelers. In many cities, the news from East
Berlin led to immediate preparations for strikes and demonstrations, on 17

June 1953.

In the leuna-Werke, strike ocommandos decided to go to Berlin and share the
demonstrations there. They supposed-~as did many other demonstrating groups--
that there was & central direction in Berlin gulding the revolt in the whole
Zcne. The Leuna workers wanted to get in touch with this center. On 17 June
1953, however, they were prevented from going farther on their way througn

the .Soviet troops.
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There were telephoned questions in East Berlin, and messages were sent by some
individuals. These, however, seem tn have been the only moves worth descxrib-
ing as efforts to establish llaison batween the revolting masses in the Zone
and thoce in East Berlin--at least so far as is known from information art hand.
One report says that three to five thousand workers of the Wismuth-Werke 1n
Aue had, as early as 1% June 1953, gotten hold of 114 trucks, two ftanks, and
one ambulance, which they expected to use to go to Berlin; but that, on 17
June 1953, they were compelleu by Soviet troops to turn back. This repcrt,
however, contradicts other reports that have come in.

Without any direct connrectlon with the disturbances in East Berlln, strikes,
demonstrations, and rising in the Zone were almost entlrely confined fo 17
June 1953. In some cities there were encounters quite as serious as those in
East Berlin. The demonstrateors did not confine themselves to processions and
fights with the SED officials and the VoPo, but stormed administratiorn huild-
ings, SED-Centrals, police stations, prisons, and jalls. In many places
houses and documents were burned. In several cases VoPos snd SED members:,
especlally officials of the SSD, were killed.

The countermeasures taken by the Soviet authoritles were correspondingly more
severe than they had been in East Berlin. Also, the number of dead and wounded
exceeded, relatively speaking, the sacrifice in Berlin.

The majority of reports received indicate that the revolt of 17 June 1953 &anad
18 June 1953 and--in 1ts local dispersion, on following days=--came very close
to including the entire Zone. Altogether, thus far, strikes, demonstratiocrs,
and revolts can be counted in nearly seventy cltles and industrial centers of
the Zone, (See Annex I.) Especially hot spots in the revolt are to be found
on 17 and 18 June 1953.in the vicinities of Halle, Merseburg, Leuna, Bitterfeld,
Leipzlg, and Magdeburg. Reports of revolt in the uranium mining districts are
contradictory. From Brandenburg/Havel, Coswig, Erfurt, Finsterwalde, Cera,
goerlitz, Jena, Quedlinburg, Rathenow, Dessau-Rosslau, and Rostock-Warnenusrnde,
sarious disturbances with blocdy conflicts were reported. With regard to dis-
turbanoes in the special points of friction named the following reports are
available (abbreviated):

a) Halle: Beginning of the strike in the morning of 17 June 1953 in the
coach, wagon, end machine works of Halle.

One report indicates that about 15,000 workers of the Buna=-Werke and atout
35,000 workers of the Leuna-Werke were involved.

Local courts and jalls were stormed, forty political prisoners were freed.
In the course of the disturbance one VoPo officer was Xkilled and three
VoPus were wounded. The district offices of the SED were raided and the
VoPo guard disarmed. After the Sovliet troops and KVP took a hand, there
was heavy street fighting. The number of the dead was estimated or 17
June 1953 at 26 and the seriously woundad at 60. Considerably higher
totals may be presumed after the clashes of 18 June 1953.
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Merseburg-Leuna: During the clashes of 17 June 1753 between the Leuna
workers and the VoPo, two of the latter were lynched by the workers.
Before the key points of the Leuna-Werke were occupled by Seviet vrroopc,
incendiary flres were kindled in certaln shops. The spread of soume flires
caused seriou: damage. The Leuna workers marched Lo Merseburg and rtnok
part 1n the demonstiration there. One Soviet officer, who nhad fircd a' a
woman, was killed by the workers. Local headquarters of the OED any PDJ

" in Merseburs were demolished. There was heavy fighting between VoPos anid
demonstrators, wWhe went after the police with iron bars. About 24O VaPos
took off their uniforms and threw away their weapons. There were sane
dead and wounded among the Workers.

Bitterfeld: Demonstrators beselged the Rathaus and assalled poiice on

" their beats. The burgomaster and SED officlals were loclked up In rooms 1n
the cellar. The jail was attacked by workers, who freed 24 prisoners.
VoPos and SED officials were put into the cells. After the Soviet troops
intervened, there was a great wave of arrests.

leipzig: The demonstration began on 17 June 1953 wlth the silent march of
five thousand workers. The total number of demonstrators, during the day,

" in the inner city 1s estimated at 80,000. There was a rald on tne police
headquarters in connection with street railway fares. Officlal nead-

" quarters were seized, documents burned. The "Pavilion of the National
Pront® was destroyed and burned by demonstrators. The main rallway station
was Seized by rebels and the police guards overcome. Rallway police
uniforms burned. Chief Burgomaster Ullich was recognized by the demonstra-
“tors and knocked down. There were mass demonstrations at the Peoplels
Battle Monument. Eyewltnesses estimate the number as 25,000 to 30,30¢0
participants. The offices of the FDJ distrlct manager (Ritterstrasse) were
seized. SED offices were both seized and burned. At 11 a.m. on 17 June
1953, martial law (Ausnahmezustand) was declared. There was interveation
by the VoPo and Soviet troops, strong forces of the latter first appearing
4n the afternoon. In the first conflicts between Soviet troops and
demonstrators, there were seven dead, 120 wounded. At the crematlon of
Leipzigts dead, 68 urns were counted. It is not certain whether the death
1ist in leipzig is fully represented, even so. On 18 June 1953 there wa:z
a wave of arrests. Three workers were shot as a matter of summary justice.

Mngdeburg:' The start of the demonstrations of 17 June 1953 was at the
Thaelmann-Werke (formerly Krupp). The Rathaus, the law.courts (Justizpalast),
the trade union house, the SED-haus and the FDJ-Heim were seizec and
oocupled by the rebels. The VoPo guard in the main railway station was
disarmed and one Black Maria was smashed. The Magdeburg-Neustadt Jail
was stormed and 361 political prisoners were freed. An attack on tie
Magdeburg-Suderburg house of correction was stopped by VoPo fire.

Twelve workers were killed in this fight alone. Police headquarters were
stormed. After the attaclk on police headquarters, Soviet troops dragged
demanatrators to the railway embankment and shot them with antlitanic guns.
From 4 p.m., there was intervention by the Sovlet troops, who nhandled tns
pebels with unusual severity. There were seven death sentences (two
passed on juveniles, four on workers of the Thaelmann-Werke). These waere
passed by a Soviet court martial, and heavy prison sentences were airco
passed., The eventual total of dead in Magdeburg: 133.
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Uranium mining districts (Wismuth-Bereich, Aue~-Schwarzenberg, Johann-

georgenstadt, Annaberg): Reports on actual events here durling the day of
revolt are so contradictory, that thus far 1t has not beern pnssible Lo getl
a clear plcture of what really happened. On the one hand, it is asserted:

aa) In the uranium ore areas there were no strikes and no disturbinces.
Three Volkspollzeli men entered with every shift. All pits were
occupied by Soviet guard commandos . ring the martial law of
17 to 27 June 1952, there were Volkspolizel commandos in all railvay
stations. Trains were escorted by two to six Volltspolizei men clear
to the end of the line. There was a strict pass and permit ccntrol.

On the other hand 1t 13 stated:

bb) Adout 80,000 workers, on 17 June 1953, demanded suspension «f the
uranium ore mining. SED tuildings were demolished, likewise the tawn
halls in Aue, Schwarzenberg, Johanngeorgenstadt, Marienberg,
Eibenstock, Auerdeck, and Falkensteim. In the sonfiicts between VoPos
and workers, about 560 VoPos were disarmed and compelled to tale part
in the demonstrations. In Aue and Annaberg, Soviet troops, supported
by tanks, opposed the demonstrators, who to some extent barricadeqd
themselves. In spite of early occupation of the mine shafts by Soviet
troops with their side arms ready (as, for example, 1n the mines at
Wismuth AG, Johannestal, where there were 300 men), several mlning
installations seem to have teen destroyed. Up to 17 June 1953, 1t is
astablished that there were 25 dead and 30C wounided in the ertire ars2a.

The following other cities are mentioned as the scenes of heavv conflints
(information abhrevigted):

a) Brandenburg/}{avel: Assault of the demonstrateors on 17 June 1853 =o-
the detention prisor.; FDGB house burned.

Pire set to the Gr. Kreutz: station, which was partly burned.

S8ED offices and lower court assaulted and occupied, several judgeas
and public progsesutors’ knocled dowWwn. Several SED officinls kilied
by rioters. Efforts made to start lapge forest fires.

b) Coswig bel Wittenberg: Efforts by rioters, on 17 June 1953, %o
seize the Coswig Jjall falled. Several deaths smong the worimer.

¢) Erfurt: In heavy battles between demonstrating workmen and VoPo,
by the evening of 17 June 1953, 14 dead and 130 severely wounded.
VoPo assault commzandcs were disarmed. Soviet tanks attaaked
demonstrators. Wave of arrests, numerous proceedings against young
people are reported.

d) Finsterwalde: Assault of about 2,000 demcnstrators on 17 Junc 1953
against the district offices. Documents burned. VoPos disarmed and
knocked down,

e} Gera: Start of the demonstrations on 17 June 1953 was at tne EMNW-
Werke (formerly BM{-Werke). The jall seized by rloter:
numerous prisoners set free. Efforts to storm the prison catled.
Several VoPos disarmed, & few VoPo trucks destroyed. Intervention
of Soviet tanks followed, after 2 p.m.
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f) Goerlitz: Prison selzed by demonstrators. Prisoners freed.
Burgomaster thrown out of his office.

g) Jena: The building of the SSD was demolished by rioters and
attacked by the crowd. Political priscners were freed, documents
turned.

h) Quedlinburg: Demonstrations began as early as ¢ a.m. on 17 June 1953.
8SD tuilding in Breitscheidstrasse seized, documents destroyed.
District police statlon occupled. Pollce commandos disarmed and
locked in the cellars. House of the DFB (Demokratischer Prauentund)
and the House of Freedom taken. One Soviet officer and twe Soviet
soldiers disarmed by the crowd and thrown out of the windows. All
three probably killed. Severe Soviet measures of retaliation and
numerous arrests.

1) Ratnenow: Starting point of demonstrations or 17 June 1953 was the
Optical Works. The SED offices were occupied by rioters, documents
burned. SSD official Hagedorn killed by the mob.

J) Rosslaul Assault on the prison by demonstrators. One hundred eighty
prisoners freed.

k) Rostock-Warneminde: Revolt of the worlamen in Rostock in the Diesel-
motor Works (VEB) in Rostock on 17 June 1953. Humerous machlines
rendered useless, fire in several workshops. Damage to equipnent
about 500,000 DM, according to estimate. Resumption of preduction
will not be possible for three to four weeks. VnPo assault unlts
stoned. The optical works later occupled by Soviet troops. Occupa-
tion of the Warnow shipyards at Warneminde and the Neptun shipyards
at Rostock by Soviet troops on 17 June 1953. In attack by Soviet
troops on demonstrators at the beginning, two dead. In the Warnow
shipyards, on 18 June 1953, 150 arrests. The dead in Rostock and
warnemiinde together estimated at forty. More than 250 wounded was
definitely established.

The data given above are based on partial informatlon and scraps of news
only. It should be especially noted--in addition to the courage of tre
workmen, who attacked without weapons--that these rioters, in many clties,
tried to get the key points into thelr posseasion. The demonstrators
oorrectly judged these key points to be the townhalls, the SED centrals,
the police statlons, the SSD buildings, and--in some cases=--impertant
commercial centers. In Magdeburg the Reich railroad management was
temporarily held. In Gera, Goerlitz, and Stralsund, similar attempts
were made. In several citiles, in the early afternoon of 17 June 1852,
the city administration, SED command posts, and police stations were
cleaned out. These successes resulted in nothing. Soviet troops on 17
June 1953 crushed all centers of resistance and gave thelr establishments
back to the displaced authorities. All informants agree that the efforts
of the rioters in the various cities were not codrdinated and that the
1dea of a central directlon 1s out of the questlon.
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5. Echoes of the Uprising:

The proclamation of martial law, the intervention of Soviet troops with manv
tanks, summary shootings, and severe measures of survelllance enabled the Soviet
Occupation authorities to smash the rising of the workers in East Berlin and the
Zone. 1In spite of martial law, isolated strikes and demonstrations contimued ir
EBast Berlin and the Zone on 18 June 1953. They still continued in individual
places of the Zon: on 19 and 20 June 1953. In the Mansfeld copper mine, thev
were still contirming on 22 June 1953. The authorities of the Soviet Zorie and
the various party headguarters were restored to their functions by the Sovliet
Occupation. I East Berlin and the Zone, mass arrests were already under way o
18 June 1953, as a result of the revolt.

f1rst measure of relaxation was the opening of three crossing polnmus. 3
June 1953 it was made possible to cross at a llmited number of polnts,
special passes. On 23 June 1953, the street rallway service, which had
halted during the unrest, resumed operation within the Soviet sector. O0:
July 1953, the sector boundaries werc again completely open.

The sector boundary in East Berlin was hermetlcally sealed on 17 June 1353 The
or.
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Martial law was countermanded in most cases on 25 and 26 June 1953, 1n citvies of
the Zone, except for a few cities where the disturbance had been especisunlly
serious. In East Berlin, the Soviet commandant of the East Sector lifted martial
lew for the first time at 12 midnight on 11 July 1953.

Soviet Occupation Troops During the Revolt

1. Employment of Soviet Troops in East Berlin.

a) Approach of Soviet forces: The demonstrations in Berlin on 1€ June 19%
apparently caused the Soviet command in the Zone, in the late cvenilng
16 June 1953 (provisionally, and in case of further disturbances on
Berlin Eust Sector) to start the 1lst Mechanized Divisionts first units
(then stationed 1n Doberitz) on thelr march by way of Potsdam lnto the ared
south of East Berlin. The march started about midnight of 16/17 June 1953.
Some units of this division (which apparently came from the Ddberitz ‘rain-
ing area were located on thelr way through Schonefeld (with 25 tanks) arouwd
5:15 a.m. on 17 June 1953. Later, around 1:00 p.m. they were located at
Potsdamer Platz, on the sector boundary and also in the linner part of East
Berlin. The main part of the division got its start from L a.m. on and-
during the morning of 17 June 1953. By this time every unilt was apparaently
in full marching order and had pushed off.

<
P

When the big demonstrations began in the morning of 17 June 1953, 1t at oncn
became apparent that the strength of the 1st Mechanized Divislon, even wher
supported by a simultaneous attack by the KVP and general police, would rno-
suffice to occupy the entire East Sector of Berlin and at the same time
ensure blocking of the sector boundaries. As a result, the 12th Guard
Armored Division from Neuruppin was at once started for Berlin. Most LI the
division, presumebly without neavy tanks, moved out of the base arouni 1.m.
on 17 June 1953, preceded by 200 tanks and started on its march or 80
kilometers. The column included 60 trucks with amunition from Wuli-v.  In
Bast Berlin, the crmmitment of the dlvision, whnre sdvance had w, co Y2y not
reached the inner city before 8:00 p.m., was first definitely estal licizd or
18 June 1953, in the Gesundbrunnen area.
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The came conslderatlons that caused the 12tk Guard Armored Division
called out, are probatly responsible for alerting the llth Guard we
Divisior 1in Jucterboy 1in the morning of 17 June 1953 and startin: It

Berlin. It was o!served marching along the Zossen-Lichtenrade r>ad, with
more than a hundred tanks, between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Moter veblales e
division entered Berlin for the first time on 24 June 1953, belng anmespvad

at the Ostkreuz statlorn.

Commitment 1u East Berlin: The units of the lst Mechani:zed Division zni
the 12th Guard Armored Divisilon, upon thelr entrance into the clty, wire
assigned to close the sector boundarics, together with KVP units ai:4

.general police. Tney were also assigned to clean up the street procasTiors.

Purther units of beth divislons were also apparently assigned to aceupasioag
of large factoeries, stations and bridges. The divisional boundary Wi
probably the River Spree, beginning at Humboldt narbor. As early as 17
June 1953, in most sections of the sector boundary, the Soviet teni and
other units were velleved of thelr guard duties by KVP and general pollce.
They were then withdrawn 200 or 33 meters behind the sector boundarle:s, for
gecurity. Only in the area Gesundbrunnen-Bernauer station did ranks of the
12 Guard Armored DPivicion remain in the front line. Around 2b/25 Ture 1073,
the KVP units In the sector boundary were replaced with ordinary pcelice,
Simultaneously, the divisions brought more and more of their units, I~
isolated posts in the clty, together. Thus, positions altercd almect Catly.
Apparently this was meant to let the people see, with thelir own e¢yco, rhae
strength of the Soviet troops in various places. The 14tn Guard Mechanlzed
pivision .was,from 21 June 1953 on, stationed, in great strength, a5 :
reserve on the Wuhlheide. Except for the three divislons named, nn ARREL A
units seem to have been brought into the Berlin area.

Withdrawal from East Berlin: As rormal conditions returned in Beriin, the
14th Ocuard Mechanized Divisicn,with most of 1ts vehicle units, was wirhirawn
from the Wuhlheide in the night of 27/28 June 1952, and marched toward
Sueden., The tank section of the division was transported from bthe Stalin-
allee station, Aldershof, and Schoenweilde on 27 and 28 June 1953, with destina~
tion: Jeuterbog. Early in July, the 1st Mechanized Division assemblsd 1%s
units, which had hitherto been scattered irn isolated groupe througho:t the
eity; and likewlse drought them together in the Wuhlheide. About the turn
of the month, the 12th Guard Tank Division also began to pull units cut

of the inner c¢ity arnd wssemble them 1n the area Buch (West)--Berlin (North).
Other units, including strong tank units, remained in the city. The rurvher
rolief of the 12th Guard Armored Division, whish had teen planned tor the
weel ending 4 July 1953, seems to have been postponed around the early part
of July, 8o that units remaired in the Buch area and in the inner city.

These measurss may have heen ¢gused by the stiffening attitude of the pecplne,
who were determined on another strike, unless the promises of better livins
conditions and of restitution--as promised by the men captured on 17 June
1953-~were carried out. only on 11 July 1953 did the armored units ol the
two last named divisions begin to move away from the Buch and Schosnweldle
stations, toward Neuruppin and Dbteritz respsctively. In the night of

12 July 1953, units of the 1st Mechanized Division withdrew hy way or
Schoenefeld. From about 15 July 1953, units of the 1lst Mechanized Division
and the 12th Guard Armored Division were being withdrawn from the Pt

Reprlin area, Openly for the nelief of these forces, units ol % , B A
Mechanized Division from Furstenwalde and the 4th Guard Mechanizaed Divislon
from Freienwald: were drawn toward East Berlin,
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Commitment of Soviet troops in the Zone: The commitment of Soviel triap:s to the
Zone served in some cases to combat the disturbances. In other cises,
in rumercus cities, 1t served merely as a precautionary nmeasure, 12 !
demonstrations. Martial law (Ausnghmezustand) was d=2clared Ly the 3Jcviern
authoritlies irn mos5t cities as early as 17 June 1953; but, in se cities,
was delayed until 18 June 1953. In general, 1t ended after clght
except in areas where the revolt was bitterest.

howaver,

TreL il

1

. A
or ter dav:,

When the disturbances broke cu%, most of the Soviet forces uvere In cummer ~amps on
maneuver grounds, while their home stations were nearly empty of troopa. The
recall of contingents of troops from their maneuver grounds into the various
cities and Industrial centers, cn 17 and 18 June 1953, was carried out aimcsz
entirely over the rcads. Only from the Templin maneuver ground were tvank inits
carried by rail in the night of 18 June 1953. Units cf the 8th Guard Mechanizeld
Division marched cver the 120 kilometer stretch from the Konigsberg maneuver
ground to its entrance into leipzig--with botn wheeled and half-track uni*s.
These measures, which contrast with all previously observed Soviet usage, =&y
perhaps be related to the guestion of time. It may also be due to uncertainty
to how far the raillway men were involved in the uprising. So far as present®
information goes, however, only the railway men of Reichsbahnamt 5 (Wustermanhk),

J antered the strike of 17 and 18 June 1953. Regular movement of transpoTriatlorn
was, in general, first observed again from 20 June 1953.

18

As a measure against the demonstrations and also &s a protection Lo publlc
buildings, various depct comrands in the home stations were brought into &otir
until the Soviet units, moving from the maneuver grounds, could arrive.

AR
I

Trao
movements to individual cities went on
in a scattering way till 22 June 1953.
the lifting of martial law, the troops
The following information is avallable
into Halle, Leipzig, and Magdeburg, as

t111l about 20 June 1953 and contirmed
From avout 25 June 1953, mostly af ex
began to move back to the maneuver
regarding the entrance of Soviet te:
particularly flery points

in the uprvsing:

ounds.,

Hglle area: At 8 p.m. on 17 June 1953, strikes begar in the big fact:ories
Halle as well as In the Buna-Werke in Schkopeu and in the Leuna-Werke a*
Merseburg. This atrike involved 220,000 men. About 50 tanks weve iLrowugh:!
into the city. A% evening, they were reinforced by motorcycle troeps a=d AT
units. Martial law was declared at about 8 p.m. During the night of 18 June
1953, 50 Josef Stalin Tanks arrived from the direction of Dessau-JuetswiIg.
By 18 June 1953, a general strike was under way and in %the morning hcuzs of
19 June 1953 there were also some strikes. The first withdrawals of
began actually cn 19 June 1953. In Naumburg, three transport tralns witil:
50 tanks arrived from the maneuver ground at Lossa. Units of the 2lst G
Meochanizoed Division wera definitely noted, moving in the direction s Beril
These were certainly detrained in Halle. On 23 June 1953, a troop transydr
was unloaded 1in Halle. It ostensitly came from Jjueterbog. On 29 Juns 19053,
martial law had atill not heen lifted, Identificatlon cf the troop 2niv:2
brought in was impossible. However, it 1s believed that, at first, anits oo
Second Guard Mechanized Army (repeat: Army), perhaps the 7th Guard Armore
. Division, came ir. Later, they were relieved by unilts oI the 21:% Giart
v Mechanized Division, normally stationed here.

a)

Toani

rhe

b} Leipzig: At 11 a.m. on 17 June 1953, martial law was declared {n the iy,
The first troops brought in to control the spreading unreat were “he Ta..u

Training Battalion of the 8%h Guard Mechanized Division, from hHe" R ALY
Barracks. About 7 &.m. on 18 June 1953, a force of about a thousa .. >~
reached the Schoenau Barracke, coming from the direction of Wurzer.,

9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 50 tanks arrived, presumably from the 1lst guard Amns 7er
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Regiment of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. Arownd 5 p.m., ancrther
twenty tanks arrived, presumably from the 20th Guard Mechanized Regziment
of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. In the course of the afternaon of
18 June 1953, other strong tank and AR units, coming 1n on the Autotahn
from the direction of Halle, are reported to have reached the lelterplick
Barracks. At this time there were 1,500 men in the Schoenau Barracks:,
while outside the barracks there were still stronger unlts with 6C tanks
of the 64th Guard Heavy Armored Regiment (64, Gd. schw. Pz. St. Gesch.
Regts.) of the 8th Mechanized Guard Division. Part of this regiment, with
24 tanks, was observed on 17 June 1953, on the march from Grimma to Leipzig.
an 22 June 1953, the kommandantura was given six more tanks. It is un-
questionably estatlished that from early cn 18 Jure 1953, strong units of
the 8th Guard Mechanilzed Division entared the city.

In addition to the divisions permanently brought in, the two armored
regiments of the division from Borna and Leisnig were added as rezZnforcement,
a3 well as units, mostly tank units, of the 20th Guard Mechanized Regiment
of the division from Grimma. Troop units that marched in, supposedly from
the direction of Halle, could not te identified. They may poscsibly have
belonged to the 7th Guard Armored Division. The strong units »f the 3th
Guard Mechanized Armored Division, brought in along the road from
Koenlgsbrick, were glerted (probably in the course of the afterncorn of 17
June 1953) and moved out during the evening hours of the same day.

¢) Magdeburg: Within the clty, extensive strikes and unrest in all irndustr
began in the morning hours of 17 June 1953. The fact that, as early =s=
June 1953, police were already called away te Berlin, favored the demonztra-
tions. Though the informatior is somewhat contradictory, the first Soviet
tank troops seem to have been trought against the demonstrators sometime
between 10 4.m. and 3 p.m. Definite information from Wwithin the clty itzselfl,
combined with messages from Haldensleben, describe the march of tank units
from the southern part of Letzlinger Heide toward Magdeburg. These indicate
that strong units of the 19th Guard Mechanized Divislon, &s well as army
troops of the Third Aszsault Army (Stossarmee) were used to gquell the
disturbances. On 20 June 1953, scattered strikes were otill going on. The
mass of the troops were, however, pulled out of the city and lay in a ring
around 1t, in the immediate wvicinity, 4in a position of readiness. On 22
June 1953, peacea reigned in the city. In addition to the 19th Guard
Mechanized Diviaicn, units of & ploneer regiment from the Aken area wers:
brought in.

Comprehensive Conclusions Regarding the Commitment of Soviet Army Forces in
Bust Berlin and the Zone:

The alerted troops turned out with steel helmets, gasmazks, and pack with
blanket. The appearance in the march colwnns of numerous ammunition wagons Trom
ammunition dumps indicates that (in addltvion to the two-thirds ammunition

supply kept with the weapons) the one-third supply kept in battalicn and
regimental dumps (Regimentstrossen) was also taken along. Puel was continu:iuzly
supplied by the garrisons. On the approach march, the main rcads were cleares
by wedge~-shaped advance tank formations, followed by motorized inrantry. These
troops forced the population off into the side roads. Important grner. :
bulldings and cross>o2lds warse 2t ~nta zesurad by tanks, fogether wi . mrx,
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field guns and 57 mm AT guns, brought up to the poslttion. In rthe vicinlty of
all Soviet billets, adiltional AA defenses with 12.7 me machine gung ware-
puilt. The tarred ventilation spaces of the tanks ware in part covered with
shelter halves. Thl3 device was probably mneant as protection againat
incendiary weapons and purning debris. The troops sant into Berlin had fielil
dressing stations with new tents of German manufacture. The covering sver o o
tank and motor vehicle rumber: wWas cnly in part carried out and speradtcslly
at that by pastiag the number:s over oOr covering them with chalk. From cbgerva-
tions in the Potsdam area, it seems that the momant the troops were alerted,
Soviet familie:z were gathered together in the barracks, sometimes ir greas
haste. In general the Soviet trcops 4s a whole made the impression ¢f &
disciplined ard well-trained Iorce. Of the twenty-two fightarplane units ir
the Zone, nineteen could be {dentified as participating, with iarger c¢r smaller
units, during the pericd of disturbsnce. Some units, however, did ncthlrg
beyond patrol duty 1ir thelr own areas. (Compare Saction 2.)

State of Alsrt of the Soviet Air Force During the Revolit:

During 16 June 1953, normsal training flight activitles were carried out on all
f1elds. On 17 June 1953, however, & high state of alert was apparently ordered
for fighter-plane regiments. The fighter-plane regiment which, in the tegloning
of June 1953 was ordered from DSberitz to Brandburg-Briest, was sent razk to
Ddberitz ¢n 17 June 1953. The crews were kept beside their planes and ter Yomb s
were lylng ready beside each plane. Alrfield boundaries were closely gussdaed.
The fighter-plane regiment on the Brandis Atrfield kept all planes standing
ready, each with two men and 211 ready to start from the field. lere, tea,
special security measures were talen on the field, :zeveral tanks were rrogaht
up, AA guns ready. Other air units were still carrying out thelr usugl dunlaes
on 17 June 1953. On 18 Juns 1953, all air traffic stopped. All air wain: oin
the Zone wera in a s5tase of high alert. Crews wWwers kept bty thelr planes. The
planes themselves stcod side by side on the flelds and were in some case: e&n-
olosed in partitions, proof against shell or bomb fragments. Trucks and tank
trucks stood under camouflage nets, while airfield securily measures ware
tightened. Evexn on 1§ June 1953, most of the alr units, as already reported,
remained in a state of alert. Oniy a few flight: could be ncted, and these ¢
transport or reconnaissance. on 20 June 1953, the alert for air units waa
11fted, and normal air activity was begun again. The fighter-plane regiment
thaet had been sent to D3dheritz on 17 June 1953 was sent back to Brandenburg-
Briast on 22 Jume 1953.

n

o

Volkspolizei during the Revolt in East Berlin and the Zone
Bffect of the “New Gourse™ on the KVP:

The change in éourse by'tﬁe Soviet Zone administration in the first half ol
June 1953 (See Section I, Para. 2) also affected the Volkspolizel 1in various

WRAYS:
a) Limitation of the bulldings of the KVP.

bi ére&klng off of the military training of 18 to 30 yesr old memhers 28 Lhie
"~ 8ED and FDJ, already being carried out by the KVP.
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¢) EBxtensive retrenchments by discontinuances in the KVP.

d) The cadre divisions ("Verbinde”) Oranienburg, Brandenburg-Hohensticken,
and perhaps also Potsdam, which were directly uncder the Minlstry of the
Interior, were changed into Constabularies (®Bereitschaften®) znd their
@ssigned regiments into "Commandos.® That is to say, these_units again
bear the same designatiops as they did before their reconstruction hegan
in the Spring of 1952. Whether any real changes in organization went with
this change of names, whether there was & mere exchange, whetner purely
police units Wwere involved, remains to be seen. Rumors of the contemplated
dAismissal of 40,000 to 60,000 men from the KVP remain unconfirmed.

Commitment and restraint of the KVP during the Revolt:

The KVP were for the most part kept in gerrison areas during the revolt. In the
Bérlin area, reasnforcing units were brought in from the territory of Army Group
North and from Saxony. A large part of the KVP units and schools were only kept
in a state of alert and were never committed at all. Individual units have been
ldentified as follows:

) The Bereltschaft (Kader-Div.) Oranienburg was alerted at 5:30 a.m. on 17
June 1953, It was brought in motor vehicles to Berlin and there commitze
at Alexanderplatz aud later, after being dlvided, to Treptow.

ad

b) The KVP troop tralning area at Weisswasser was evacuated by KVP units from
16.tp 20 June 1953. They had been called back to their garrisons. On 25
June 1953, the Nochten Camp was again ozcupied by 800 KVP men.

o) Five companies of the Pasewallk RVP were ordered to Berlin on 17 June 1953.
The companies returned to Pasewalk on 29/30 June 1953.

d) The KVP Division, "Prora,™ was alerted on 19 June 1953, but was not sommit:ad,

8)}. The Leipzig KVP forces had to be called back from the Welsswasser training
genter and got to Leipzig for the first time on 18 June 1953. The KVP re-
mained at Lelpzig till 25 June 1353, though the Soviet troops agssigned tc
seocurity duties at the same time had been relieved on 23 June 1953.

£). Te Beerenctein-Niederschlag unit sent a KVP battalion to Berlin on or
about 20 June 1953. This is one of the KVP garrisons &t the greatest
distance from Berlin.

g) The artillery barracks of the KVP-¥erband Halle, normally occupled by 1 509
men, Was guarded by Soviet units on 17 June 1953.

h) The KVP Verband Rostock, though not immediately committed, was sent tc the
#oro boundary en mas= on 25 June 13953.

1) In the area of Army Group North, certain instruction that had already beg.r
was not .broken off during the disturbance.

J) In Berlin KVP border police appeared from time to time from distant
garrisons (ring around Berlin). Other police were also brought ir. In
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some cases these forces came from places at g really gree!t distance, such

as Goerlitz. There was absolutely 1o uniformity in the behavier «f the KVP
units that were used. Information regarding them runs all the way from
desertion to reckless firing. The reports that have come in strongly suggest
that the KVP c-uld not ba ralled upon in case of internal trouble. at least
not to the degree the Soviet guthorities wanted.

3. The Seepolizel during the Revolt:

The Seepolizel were not employed during the disturbances. The flaotilla lying arv
Pesnemiinde was probably alerted on 18 June 1953 and put to sea at once. Only
two prather dubious craft seem tc have remained in harbor. Until 25 June 1953,
no fiotillas returned. Perhaps the flotillas put to sea, because the crews were
not regarded as wholly reliable, as a means of preventing deserticn or mutiny.
In November 1918, unrelisble crews managed to get away with individual ships of

the German Navy.
Psychological background and results of the June Revolt:

The uprising was the result of the exacerbation of a definitely revolutlonary
situation in the Zone, cpeated by the forced Sovietization of the zone, without
regard to the basic fundamentals of existence of the population. Its comlng wa:
presaged by storm warnings (strikes, etc.), but nevertheless came &5 a surprise both
to East and to West.

The main factor was the body of workers of the Soviet Zone, free from bourgeois
struggles for security but driven to the limit. Summoned by the West and emarging
for the first time from their eight-year submission to a system of organized
jsolation, they became aware of thelr revolutlonary strength, though occasionally
overestimating the real possibilities in & changed mood.

The shift from purely economic to political demands was the signal for a genulne
popular rising, which, howaver, was denled the success 1t might have achieved rep
lack of planned preparation and the organization of a psychological leadershiyp.
This was much desired and often expected after the Westls declarations of
solidarity. On one hand, there was disillusion because.ofl the passivity of the
West; on the other, there was always the hope of making known the psychological
situation through some future change. The blood sacrifice was not 1in 1tsel? so
great as the effect of the terroristic measures that followed, which made &
spiritual .impression in this psycholcgical situation.

The uprising revealed & distinctly hesitant attitude on the part of the bourgaecis
intelligentaia, who were ready neither to Join in nor to make sacrifices. That
was the diffioculty in the revolutlonary potential of vhe workers.

These avents revealed the unrelilabllity of the officials on the lower levels, ®s-
pecially those of the FDJ and Volkspolizei. Their behavior differed from place o
place. They varied f»om refusal of obedlence to fanatical use of thelr weapon:.
But even now: the. difference between the behavior of different sectlons deprives
them of valus s a combat force.
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The Soviet trnops weres plainly sent in to put down the rising, only with reluctarnce.
The troops saw a situation directly contradicting the ideas they had been taughts
They had to fire on German workers, ective laboring proletarians. With memories of
the basis and demands of their own much-vaunted revolution they had to fight with
the front turned around. With many soldiers the purposeful wards about Western
provocation must have missed the mark entirely. Thelr natlve fatalism, combined
with a soldiert!s deep-rooted obedience received for the irst time, before their
very eyes. & genuine and violent argument against their own system. It would be a
mistake and also an underestimate of the discipline of the Soviet Army to expect
ixmediate future regults so far as its future military value is. concerned. Judging
by pest experience, however, the true bearing of these events will be much discussed
among the peoples of the Soviet Union. Nor can the uprising fail to have had 1its
effect on the other satellite states.

Against. the West, the reproach was often heard that 1t gave only lip service to its
declarctions of solidarity. It was held to be its duty, both for the general welfare
and in 1ts own interests not to fail to do something. Evaluation of events in press
and radio fuiled to present in a psychologically adroit way the relation of all this
to Bolshevist doctrine, to turn the Soviet propaganda diet upside down, to drain
away the water from the Communist infiltration, and to make effective demands for

the oonsolidation of Europe. Here, too, there was lack of psycnological leadership.

- end =
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Apolda
Arnstadt
Aue
Bautzen
Belzig
Beskow
Bitterfeld
Blankenburg
Brandenburg
Chemnitz
Coswig
Cottbus
Delitzsoh
Dessau
Dresden
Eilenburg
Eisleben
Brfurt
Pinsterwalde
Frankfurt a.0.
Freithal

Muarstenberg
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Cities Affected by the Uprising in the Zone

Fuerstenwalde Rosslau
Gefa Rostock
Goerlitz Saglfeld
Gotha Sangershausen
Guben Schwerin
Guestrow Seelow
Halberstadt Stavenhagen
Halle Stassfurt
Jena Stendal
Lauchhammer Stralsund
Leipzig Thale
ieuna Torgau
ﬁagdeburg Waldheim
Melssen Warnemuende
Merseburg Weimar
Neubrandenburg Weissenfels
Nordhgousen Wernigerode
Oebisfelde Wismar
Parchim Wittenberg
Potsdem Wusterhausen
Quedlinburg Zella-Mehlis
Rathenow Zossen
Riesa Zwickau
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glﬂex No. 2

. commitments of Soviet Combat Diviszions in

Connection with the Uprisings

Unit

57th Guard Motorized Rifle Division
39th Guard Mctorized Rifle Division
20th Guard Mechanized Division

21st Guard Mechanized Division

94th Guard Motorized Rifle Division

207th Motorized Rifle Division

18th Mechanized Division

19th Mechanized Guard Division

11th Guard Armored Division

9th Armecred Division

in East Berlin and the Zone

Commitment

Apparently used only in patrol duty 1n the
I_deissenrels-Naumburg-Elsenach area.

Mass apparently used only in patrol duty in
the Mainingen—Ohrdrur-Plauen-Saalz‘e1d area.
Some units from Plauen used from 17 to 22
June 1953 in the uraniun mining district.

To Weimar and Zeitz from Qhrdruf maneuver
ground between 17 June 1953 and 26 June 1953.
Its employment in Jena 18 rumored.

In Halle.

Probably only in patrol duty in the Wismar-
Schwerin-Hagenow area.

From Letzlinger Helde to Quedlinburg,
Gommern, and the area Aschersleben-Eisleben
(definitely located). Employment 1n
Stendal suspected.

Parts of the division moved from Wittstock
maneuver area and were used at Perleberg frol
17 June to 27 June 1953.

Froni 17 June 1953 used en masse in Magdeburg.
By 6 July 1953 probably 21l the units that
can be located, again back in the Letzlinger
Helde. .

Large units from the Koenigsbriick mansuver
area to Dresden, between 17 June 1953 and
1 July 1953. Possibly also in Bautzen.

Arrival of the first units of the division
in Riesa and Oschatz, coming from the
meneuver area Zeithain, 18 June 1953. Since
the maneuver ground was very 1ightly held orn
2 July 1953, it may be assumed that the tulk
of this division was at this time in the
three garrisons of Riesa, Oschatz, and

Melssen.
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8th Guard Mechanlzed Division

14th Guard Mechanizmed Division

9th Hechanized Division

6th Guerd Armored Division

7th Guard Armored Division

1st Mechanigzed Division

12th Guard Armored Division

ECRET
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Commitment

Hoved with most of its units (at leass two
mechanized regiments and two tank regimer.ts)
from the maneuver area of Koenigsbrick to
Ieipzig. After 2 July 1953, there remained
in Leipzig, Heiterblick Barracks, perhaps
part of a mechanized regiment of this
division. Further small units identified in
Grimma, Wirzen, and Leisnig until their re=
turn on 2 July 1953..

Mass of the division brought into Berlin
from 17 to 28 June 1953.

The camp on the maneuver ground Forst Tauer
vas almoat unoccupied from 18 to 26 June
1953. On 18 and 19 June 1953 about half

the division was definitely identified in
the barracks in Cottbus. The parracks in
Luobben were at the same time very lightly
ooccupied. On 17 and 18 June 1953 about 100
tanks were observed on the march from the
direotion of Cottbus, passing through Maskau,
in the dairsction Niasky Goerlitz. However,
parts of the division were not spotted at
all in tho Goerlitz area. Its use in this
area seems probable, slnce efter 5 July 1953,
empty cars of the state railways werc
ordered to Goerlitz.

Tank units were sent from the Werder-~
Markendorf maneuver area to Wittenberg a=nd
Dessau on 18 June 1953. Withdrawal followed
—-on 26 June 1953 from Dessau to wittenberg
and on 9 July 1953 from Wittenberg to the
Jueterbog area.

Units arriving in the Dessau-Rosslau area
from 17 June 1953. Whether these represent-
ed g residual commando, left in garrison at
Rosslau, or whether units of the division
were sent from Lotzlinger Heide canno%, trus
far, be ascertained. <hermore, employment
o7 units of the division in the Halle~
Nerseburg area can be traced. No further
confirmation is as yet available.

From 17 June to 12 July 1953, this divisian
was committed in the East Sector of Berlin
with most of its units.

From 17 June to 12 July 1953 most anlts of
this division were committed i ths East
Sector of Berlin.
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Unit

gth Guard Armored Division

§th Guard Mechanized Division

Tth Guard Mechaniged Division

25th Armored Division

10th Guerd Armored Division

-3 25X1

Comni tment

Mass of the divislon was no doubt giver. only
security missions 1in the Neustrelitz-
Neubrandenburg district. How far the 33rd
Guard Motorized Rifle Regiment was taken
from its barracks on the Castaven-See nesr
Fiirstenberg into the Berlin area, cannot te
unreservedly stated.

The mass of the division apparently was

either transported or marohed under its own
power between 17 and 30 June 1953 from the
Templin maneuver ground. It 1s believed

that ground units were entering Weichbiid,
city of Berlin, until aboue 23 June 1953,

but this cannot be definiteiy affirmed.

Until 10 July 1953 the division, with almost
all its units, was in garrisons of Eberswalde,
Bernau, and Bad Frelenwalde.

There are no concrete gvidences of the
eventual uge of this division. There 15 no
doubt, however, that from 17 June 1953

units of the division were moving out of %he
Lieberose maneuver ground to PFrankfurt aw}
der Oder.

Small units moved from the Templin maneuver
ground to Oranienburg, from 17 to 26 June
1953.

Bmployment of individual units of the

division in the Brandburg-Potsdam srea is
suspected but cannot be definitely affirmed.
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